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«ZE AVOIKTA ETTIOTOAR TOU TTPOG TOV 1IBPUTH TNG £pnuePidag «La Repubblica», Eoutévio
2KAA@apl, o Tlovtipikag oxoAiaoe OTI oI un moToi Ba ouyxwpebouv atrd TOov BO€d, av
OKOAOUBOUV TIC OUVEIBAOEIC TOUG. ATTAVTWVTAG O€ EPWTNOEIG, TTou Onuooieldnkav oTnv
epnuePiIda atrd Tov ZKAAPapI, 0 oTToiog dev gival PwualokaBoAikég, o MNMatrag Eypaye:

«Me pwrare av o Ogo6¢ Twv XpIOTIAVWY CUYXWPEEI QUTOUC TTOU OEV TTIOTEUOUV Kdal OEV
avadnrouv tnv miorn. Oa éekivnow Aéyovrag -Kai auto givai 1o o BAcIKO TTPayua- 0TI To EAg0¢
TOU O¢c0oU Oev éxel OpIa, av TANE OE AUTOV ME EIAIKPIVI) KAl ouvTeTpiupévn kapdid. To Oéua
yia oooug Oev mioTteUouv OT0 Ogb ¢givalr va umakouoouv 1 ouveidnon roug. Omwg
XAPAKTNPIOTIKA OnAwaoe: «H aupapria, akoun Kai yia gkegivoug mou Osv xouv Kauia Triorn,
UTTdpxel, OTav ol Avepwirol ITapaKkouV T OUVEIONON TOUC».

O Poéurtrepr Mikevg, o avramokpiti¢ Tou Bartikavou yia 10 KaBoAIKO 1mepIodikd «The
Tablet», eitre mw¢ 1a ev AOyw oxoAia tou lNovrigika Nrav mepaITépw arrodeién Twv mPOoTTabeiwy
TOU va armoTivaéel Tn «oKouplaouévn» gIKova 1n¢ KaBoAikng EkkAnaiag, n omoia evioxu6nke
armo Tov €EQIPETIKG ouVTNENTIKO TTPOKATOXO Tou Bevédikto XVI. «O PpaykioKoS gival Ki EKEIVOS
ouvTNPENTIKOS, aAAG e OAa auTa emmIOILWKEl va KAVEI £€vav TTIO OUCIACTIKO OIGAOYO UE TOV KOOLO»,
OrTw¢ dnAwaoe o Mikeve».

ni\k http://www.protothema.gr/world/article/511833/papas-pros-atheous-den-hreiazetai-na-pisteueis-
ston-theo-gia-na-pas-ston-paradeiso/

Mpooéfre: ATTO TN pia pepid yia va Bpouue 1o éAgo¢ Tou Ocou (1mou) Sesv éxel opia,
TTPETTElI vaA TTAUE OE QUTOV UE EIAIKPIVI) KAl CUVTETPIMMEVN KAPOId, OTTOTE Ol ABgol TTou
TTEPIPPOVOUV, Kal uBpifouv eviote TO Ovoud Tou, gival aduvartov va Bpouv €Aeog. AuToi OUWG,
atrd TNV AAAn, KaAouvTal atrd Tov TTATTA, av KAl aueTavonTol, va UITakououv OTn ouveEidnon
TOUG, TTOU €ival EKOUOIO OKOTIOUEVN, OTTO TOUG idIoug, oTn dIAKpIon KaAou - kakou! " autd €§
aAAou dev avayvwpilel To PHEYIOTO ayaBo Kal TRy OAwv Twv ayaBwyv dnA. Tov O€0.

‘ET01 ek@pddeTal n "BeoAoyia” Tou TTATTIOPOU OTIG MEPES PAG, TTPOCTTABWVTAG PE OAEG TOU
TIG OUVAUEIC va apéocel OTov KOOWO, O OTroiog OTI TTapadooiakd €xel ueivel 1o Bewpei
«oKouplaouévn» gikéva tng KaboAiknig ExkAnoiag!

++++++++++++++

Heaven for atheists? Pope sparks debate

By Dan Merica, CNN Follow @DanMericaCNN
May 23rd, 2013 03:59 PM ET

(CNN) - American atheists welcomed Pope Francis’ comments that God redeems
nonbelievers, saying that the new pontiff's historic outreach is helping to topple longstanding
barriers.

O1 Augpikavoi aBeol kaAwaoopioav Ta axoAia Tou lMNatra Gpaykiokou 6TI 0 OdC AUTPWVEI
TOUG N TTIOTOUG, AéyovTag OTI N I0TOPIKK TTPOCEYYION TOU VEOU TTOVTIQIKA BonBda va avatpéyel
MaKpOXPOVvIa euTTOdIA.

“The Lord has redeemed all of us, all of us, with the Blood of Christ: all of us, not
just Catholics. Everyone,” the pope told worshipers at morning Mass on Wednesday.
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“‘Father, the atheists?’ Even the atheists. Everyone!”

«O Kuplog AUTpwoe 6Aoug pag, 6Aoug eudg, e To Aipa Tou XpIioTou: 6Aoug eudg, Oxl JOVOo
Toug KaBoAikoug. Tov KaBévax, €iTe o€ TTPOOKUVNTEG O TTATTAG KATA TNV TTpwIvA A&IToupyia TV
TetdpTn. «llatépa, Toug ABeouc»; «AKOMN Kal Toug dBsoug. Tov KaBévax!

Francis continued, “We must meet one another doing good. ‘But | don’t believe, Father, |
am an atheist!” But do good: we will meet one another there.”

Roy Speckhardt, executive director of the American Humanist Association, said that
although he has been skeptical of Francis' outreach to the nonreligious, he welcomed
Wednesday’s comments.

“I gather from this statement that his view of the world's religious and philosophical
diversity is expanding,” Speckhardt said. “While humanists have been saying for years that one
can be good without a god, hearing this from the leader of the Catholic Church is quite
heartening."

He continued, “If other religious leaders join him, it could do much to reduce the automatic
distrust and discrimination that atheists, humanists, and other nontheists so regularly face. “

Francis’ comments received a great deal of attention on social media, with a number of
people asking whether the Catholic leader believes that atheists and agnostics go to heaven,
too.

On Thursday, the Vatican issued an “explanatory note on the meaning to ‘salvation.™

The Rev. Thomas Rosica, a Vatican spokesman, said that people who aware of the
Catholic church “cannot be saved” if they “refuse to enter her or remain in her.”

At the same time, Rosica writes, “every man or woman, whatever their situation, can be
saved. Even non-Christians can respond to this saving action of the Spirit. No person is
excluded from salvation simply because of so-called original sin.”

Rosica also said that Francis had “no intention of provoking a theological debate on the
nature of salvation,” during his homily on Wednesday.

Although the pope's comments about salvation surprised some, bishops and experts in
Catholicism say Francis was expressing a core tenet of the faith.

"Francis was clear that whatever graces are offered to atheists (such that they may be
saved) are from Christ,” the Rev. John Zuhlsdorf, a conservative Catholic priest, wrote on his
blog.

"He was clear that salvation is only through Christ's Sacrifice. In other words, he is not
suggesting - and | think some are taking it this way - that you can be saved, get to heaven,
without Christ."

Chad Pecknold, an assistant professor of theology at the Catholic University of America,
agreed with Zuhlsdorf, pointing out that the pope’s comments came on the Feast of Saint Rita,
the Catholic patron saint of impossible things.

O Chad Pecknold, etrikoupog kabnyntig Tng BeoAoyiag oto KaBoAiké lMavemoTtiuio g
AuEPIKNG, oup@wvnoe Pe Tov (KaBoA. 1epéa) Zuhlsdorf, emonuaivovrag 611 Ta oXOAla Tou
Mama ApBav otnv gopth Tng Ayiag Pita, Tng KaBoAikAg ayiag 1rou mTpeofBevel yia Ta
aduvara (Trap’ avlpwiroig) rpdyuara.

“The remarks about atheists show that there is even a saint for atheists,” Pecknold
said. “Including all of humanity, on this day especially, remarks like that are almost called for”.

«O1 TTapaTNPNOEIG OXETIKA PE TOUG ABeoug Beixvouv OTI UTTAPXEI €vag AYI0G OKOMN
Kal yla Toug aBgoug», dnAwaoe o Pecknold. «ZuutrepiAapBavovtag 6An Tnv avBpwtroéTnTa, aUTA
TNV NUEPQ, 10iWG, ETICNPAVOEIS AV QUTH TTEPITTOU ATTAITOUVTAI.

“To stress that the gospel redeems all people, including atheists, is the teaching of the
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church,” he added. “This is an objective fact that the church believes.”

Greg Epstein, the humanist chaplain at Harvard University, said Francis' comments reflect
“the interfaith and inter-community work many of us nontheists are dedicated to.”

That said, Epstein hopes that lay Catholics are listening.

“I hope Catholics, and all people hearing the pope's statement, will recognize that his
words about atheists need to symbolize much more than just a curiosity or an exception to the
rule,” Epstein said. “If someone thinks there are only a few atheists out there doing good just
like Catholics do, that's a major misunderstanding that can lead to prejudice and discrimination.”

The pope’s comments come a few months after he told worshipers that Catholics should
be close to all men and women, including those who don’t belong to any religious tradition.

"In this we feel the closeness also of those men and women who, while not belonging to
any religious tradition, feel, however the need to search for the truth, the goodness and the
beauty of God, and who are our precious allies in efforts to defend the dignity of man, in the
building of a peaceful coexistence between peoples and in the careful protection of creation,”
Francis said shortly after his election as pope in March.

Even atheists like David Silverman, president of American Atheists, who has had an
antagonistic relationship with the Catholic church, welcomed the pope’s remarks.

“While the concept of Jesus dying for atheists is wrong on many levels (especially given
that Jesus himself promised hell for blasphemers), | can appreciate the pope's ‘good faith' effort
to include atheists in the moral discussion,” Silverman said.

“Atheists on the whole want no part in Catholicism, of course, but we are all interested in
basic human rights.”

Dan Merica - Dan Merica

http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/05/23/heaven-for-atheists-pope-sparks-debate/

+++++++++++++++++H+H
Ev 1w peTagu o mamag PpayKiokog €iTre (27-11-2014) OTI Kal Ta {wa TTAVE oTov oupavo (!)
(Bivreo: http://www.msnbc.com/politicsnation/watch/pope-francis--all-dogs-go-to-heaven-371536963507 Kal
Keipevo: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/27/pope-francis-hints-animals-heaven) Kal To Batikavo ue
QVOKOiVWaT] Tou TTPooTTABnoe va UTTaAWGCEl, Ta AeyOueva...
The Guardian: It’'s a dog’s afterlife: Pope Francis hints that animals go to heaven
The pontiff's remarks were interpreted by some as bringing ‘hope of salvation ... to

animals and the whole of creation’.
John Hooper in Rome
Thursday 27 November 2014 19.56 GMT Last modified on Friday 28 November 2014 17.09 GMT

Animals, too, go to heaven. That, at least, was one interpretation of remarks made by
Pope Francis in his weekly general audience in the Vatican.

The endlessly controversial 77-year-old pontiff said: “The holy scripture teaches us that
the fulfilment of this wonderful design also affects everything around us.”

The pope went on to quote from St Paul, St Peter and the Book of Revelation in support of
the view that “what lies ahead ... is therefore a new creation”.

He added: “It is not an annihilation of the universe and all that surrounds us. Rather it
brings everything to its fullness of being, truth and beauty.”

Italian daily Corriere della Sera was in no doubt about his meaning. “It broadens the

hope of salvation and eschatological beatitude to animals and the whole of creation,”
wrote the paper’s Vatican specialist in an article published on Thursday.
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Others were not convinced.

“We all say that there will be a continuity between this world and the joyful one of the
future, [but also] a transformation,” said Gianni Colzani, an emeritus professor of theology at the
Pontifical Urbaniana University in Rome.

“It is the balance between the two things that we are not in a position to determine. For
that reason, | think we shouldn’t make [Pope Francis] say more than he says.”

Though a noted cat-lover, Francis’s predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI, seemed to
close the doors of heaven firmly to pets and other animals in a sermon he gave in 2008.
“For other creatures, who are not called to eternity, death just means the end of
existence on Earth,” he said.

Certainly, the Catholic catechism holds out little hope for the animal kingdom in the next
life — and not much for it in this life either. The keynote is the absolute primacy of mankind as
the species which, according to Christian doctrine, was created in God’s image.

“Animals, like plants and inanimate beings, are by nature destined for the common good
of past, present, and future humanity,” it says, while cautioning that “animals are God’s
creatures”, and therefore “men owe them kindness”.

But it is clear in its view that it is “legitimate to use animals for food and clothing”. And it
backs scientific experimentation on animals “if it remains within reasonable limits and
contributes to caring for or saving human lives”.

Pope Francis is known to be writing an encyclical that will deal with environmental issues.
But it is unclear whether it will decide for once and all whether those who get to meet St Peter
can expect to find a dog nearby lifting its leg on the pearly gates.

+++
Niyeg NEPEC apyOTEPQ (12-12-2014) atrd TNV Usatoday:
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2014/12/12/pope-francis-dogs-can-go-to-heaven/20296955/

(NEWSER) - Pope Francis continues to show he's anything but traditional (!). During a
recent public appearance, Francis comforted a boy whose dog had died, noting, "One
day, we will see our animals again in the eternity of Christ. Paradise is open to all of
God's creatures.”

«Katd 1n dI1dpKeIa PIag TTPOoQPATNG dNUOCIAg JQAviong, o TTATTag Francis TTapnyopnoe
éva ayopl TToU TO OKUAI Tou gixe TeBavel, onpeiwvovtag, Mia uépa, 8a douue ra {wa pag Kai
maAI ornv aiwviotnta tou Xpiorou. O [llapadsioo¢ &givalr avoiKTo¢ 0O OAa ra
onuioupynuara Tou Oou».

Theologians say Francis - who took his papal name from the patron saint of animals, St.
Francis of Assisi - was only speaking conversationally.

O1 Beohdyol Aéve OTI 0 Dpaykiokog (Francis) - o oTToiog TTApe T0 OVOUA TOU Gav TTATTAG
atrd TOV TTPOCTATN dyio Twv {wwv, Ayio Ppaykioko TnNG Acilng - pIAouoe pévo cav oulnTnTrG. ..



But the remark is being seen by some as a reversal of conservative Catholic theology that
states because they are soulless, animals can't go to heaven, The New York Times reports.

ANG n  emofuavon  Bewpeital ammd KATTOIOUG WG HIO AVTIOTPOQI TNG CUVTNPENTIKAG
KaBoAik\g @ecoloyiag Tou dnAwvel 611, €TTEION €ival ayuxa, Ta {wa dgV UTTOPOUV va TTAVE OTOV
TTapadeloo. (ZwoTod Kal Katd Toug OpBodogoud).

++++++++H

Zupmépaopa (utdé AMA): O mamag Ppaykiokog, TePICTOTEPO aTTO OAOUG TOUG
TTPONYOUNEVOUG TTATTEG, KAVEI KOOUOTTOAITIKN "BcoAoyia”. MNpooTrabei va evwoel TOV «KOOUO» JE
v "EkkAnoia" Tou. [pdwape AdN (ki hitp://www.imdleo.qgr/diaf/2014/05/antiracist/pope-
no_dogma_new_ethic.pdf) OTI:

2e uia 101aitepa ekrevr)y ouvévreuén tou oro mepiodiké La Civilta Cattolica, o€
adioonueiwrn dueon yAwooa, o lNovrigikag (Ppaykiokog) eire Oori n PwuaiokaBoAikn
EkkAnoia mpémelr va yivel «€évag¢ OIKOG AVOIXTOC O& OAouS», KI OxI &vd «UIKPO
EKKANOiaoua» mou EMIPEVEI va ETTIKEVIPWVETAI O Béuara omws 1o doyua, n opBodoéia
TOU KaI nOika Béuara...

Emopévwg n évvoia TnG €KKANOIAg €xel TEAEIWOEI yia TOUG TTATTIKOUG, £POCOV ETTICNHO
EyIvav «KOOMOG» 1 OTTWG €&iTTe 0 TTATTAG «&évag OIKOS avoIXxTog o€ O6Aoug». MdAAioTa va
TIPOCOECOUNE NETAVONUEVOUS KAl AUETAVONTOUG, LE TTIPWTO EKTTPOCWTTO TWV TEAEUTAIWV TOV
id10 Tov "aAdenTo" Trémal

To Bartikavo dgv dpa Tuxaia, OTTwg €idape, apou eTTEAECE «Tnv gopTth NG Ayiag Pirag,
NS KaBoAikng ayiag mou mpeofeusl yia ra aduvara (map' avlpwiroi§) mpayuara», WoTe
VO TTPOOKAAECEl KOl TOUG ABEOUG OTOV «aVOIKTO 0ikox» Tou Tratral!l Kar o kabnyntig MékvoAvt
(Chad Pecknold), Tng Bgoloyiag va kauxdrtal OTI «umrapxel Evag dyliog akKoun Kai yid Toug
alsoug»!

NebdvTiog Movaxog Alovuoidrng
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